
Joponese Ge€rophy
Jopon is mode up of four moin islonds. Hokkoido lhoe-

koidoel is the second forgest ond most norfhem of the

moin isfonds. This islond is underdeneloped for lhree reo-

sons: il is so col4 ilis modg up mqtlXojforests ond it is

tooforfrom lhe moin islond.' 
' 'r'r

Honshu lhohn-shoel is lhe lorgesl ond moin islond.
Tokyq lhe notiont copilol, is locoled here. The moior porl
ond horbor of Jopon is in Yokohomo. Kyolo is lhe moior
cutlurolcenler of the counlry. Kobe is on imporlonl com-
mercir:f ond industriol cenler Al of lhese imporlont cities
ore on lhe islond of Honshu.

Shikoku lshe<o-cool is lhe smollesl of the ithnds. ll is bordered on the eost by the Pocific Oceon

; ,ond op lhe wesf by lhe Inlond Seo.

; , , Ihe mosl soulhern ond third forgest of thd'ftoiir islonds is Kyushu lkey-oo-shoel. Beppu is o city of
internqlionql fome for ils hol springs ond minerol boths nestled in the serene mounloins ond
ploteous on the eoslern shore. There ore s€verol lhousords of smoller lsfonds in Jopon.

Aboul 72 percentof-Jopons loiriJ is mounloinous. Down lhe very cenler of the notion lies o slender
mounloin rongecolled lhe Jgponese Afps. Jopon is so mounloinous thol there is very litlle hobitoble
lond left. eveiry bit'df bnd is freosured ond used wisely. Thetrighedl ond mosl significont mounloin is
Mt. Fuii ll2,388.feel 13716.4 mll.

There ore ntlih'eious swifl rivers, excellenl hcbors, splendid fokes, sondy beoches, iogged cliffs,
peoceful coves, coscoding woterfolls ond picluresque volleys oll over Jopon.

Loke Biwo is Jopon3 lorgest loke. ll is 260 squore miles 1673.4 sq. kml in size. Severol little islonds
dot ils surfoce ond lhe scenery oround tl," 

f*: is superb.

Jopon is surrounded by lhe Seo of Jopon on the w6l, lhe Pocific Oceon on lhe eosl, lhe seo of
Okhotsk in lhe north ond lhe lnlond Seo on lhe western side of fhikoku.
There ore mony semi-octive vofconoes due lo the fcictthdtGpon is locoted on the Pocific Ring of Fire.
Eorlhquokes hoppen on o doily bosis. Over lhe yeors, mony eorthquokes hwe destroyed importonl
cilies in Jopon. Ihe people ore now well{nformed obout eorlhquoke nrlnoreOleg


